Giorgio Aimassi 93 Zoological Bibliography 2023 8(6) 


The correct source and precise date of the name 
Gyps africanus Salvadori, 1865 


Giorgio Aimassi 


COPYRIGHT: © 2023 Aimassi. This is an open access article distributed under the terms of the 
Creative Commons Attribution Licence, which permits unrestricted use, distribution, and 
reproduction in any medium, provided the original author and source are credited. 


ABSTRACT: The year that Gyps africanus was described is well known, but almost all recent 
authors cite an incorrect reference paper, published some years later. The evidence reveals that 
Salvadori's description was published in at least three different versions, with differences in the 
wording. This seems most likely to have been caused by a failure in thorough planning of when 
and where to publish the papers read to the Reale Accademia delle Scienze di Torino, after the 
reports of such meetings ceased to be published in the Memorie della Reale Accademia delle Scienze 
and began to be published independently, in the Atti della Reale Accademia delle Scienze. 
Presently available evidence reveals the exact day on which the binomial Gyps africanus was 
introduced, and the original version of the reference text. In this the author used two spellings 
affricanus and africanus, a situation resolved by the application of Art. 24.2.4 of the Code 
(L.C.Z.N., 1999). 
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INTRODUCTION 


The name Gyps africanus was proposed and the taxon described by Tommaso Salvadori in 
a paper read by Filippo De Filippi at the Reale Accademia delle Scienze di Torino (Royal 
Academy of Sciences of Turin) during the session of 7 May 1865. The date is clearly 
established, like that of every session of the Academy. However, an oral declaration is not 
publication and the International Code of Zoological Nomenclature (LC.Z.N., 1999) dates 
publication from printing and distribution. 

Over the years a number of different titles (or their abbreviations) have been cited and 
there has been some dispute over the source and the date of that publication. The purpose of 
this article is to identify the full title of the journal concerned and the correct publication date. 

Following some initial doubt that this was a distinct species (see Anon., 1865b: 339; von 
Heuglin, 1867a: 199), Salvadori’s new taxon was accepted and it has usually been attributed 
to the genus Gyps as proposed by Salvadori, although it was attributed to Pseudogyps by Sclater 
(1924: 48) and Friedmann (1930). This genus is sometimes split and Wolters (1975) placed the 
species in the subgenus Pseudogyps. 

The year date 1865 has been in general use, see Sharpe (1874: 12), Swann (1919: 5), 
Friedmann (1930: 42), Peters (1931: 262), Wolters (1975: 79), Stresemann & Amadon (1979: 305), 
Brown (1982: 326), Dickinson (2003: 102), del Hoyo et al. (1994: 126), Dickinson & Remsen 
(2013: 239), del Hoyo & Collar (2014: 526). Only Royal Society (1879: 821) and Mundy et al. 
(1992: 122) differed citing 1869. 
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Table I. This list includes most of the authors who reported the description of Gyps africanus. The abbreviations 
are those used by the author(s) cited. The full titles of the papers are provided in the references. 


Author(s), year and pages 


Anon., 1865a (May): 224 
Anon., 1865b (July): 339 


Newton, 1866: 91 
Hartlaub, 1866: 28 
Anon., 1867: 33 

von Heuglin, 1867a: 199 
von Heuglin, 1867b: 290 
von Heuglin, 1869: 6 
Salvadori, 1870: 721 


Giebel, 1872: 64 

Sharpe, 1874: 12 

Barboza du Bocage, 1876: 47 
Barboza du Bocage, 1877: 1 
Royal Society of London, 
1879: 821 

Shelley, 1896: 154 

Salvadori, 1915: 19 


Swann, 1919: 5 
Pierantoni, 1925: 9 


Friedmann, 1930: 42 

Peters, 1931: 262 
Winterbottom, 1971: 56 
Stresemann & Amadon, 
1979: 305 

Brown, 1982: 326 

Mundy et al., 1992: 122 

del Hoyo et al., 1994: 574 
gbif.com (accessed 8 January 
2022) 


Source of Salvadori's paper as cited by this author 


Estratto dalla Gazzetta Ufficiale del Regno d'Italia, No. 126 del 1865; “Von 
Demselben” [i.e. Salvadori] 

“read on the 7th of May last” [without quoting the Turin Academy] “paper 
recently communicated by him” [i.e. Salvadori] 

Gazz. Uffic. del Regno d'Italia, 1865, no. 126 

Gaz. offic. del regn. d'Ital Nr. 126 [1865] 

Estratto dalla Gazzetta Ufficiale, in-8 di pag.9 [date not specified] 

Conf. Sitz.-Bericht der kénigl. Akad. v. Turin, 7. Mai 1865 

Sitzungsbericht der Turiner Akademie vom 7. Mai 1865 

Accad. di Torin. Adunanz. 7. Magg. 1865 

Boll. R. Acc. Sc. Tor., nel Giorn. Off. del Regno d’Ttalia, 27 maggio 1865, n° 
126, e Not. Stor. dei lav. della R. Acc. Sc. Tor. degli anni 1864 e 1865, p. 129 
Gazett. offic. regn. Ital. 1865. No. 126 

Not. Stor. R. Accad. Torin. 7 May, 1865, p. 133 

R. Accad. Sc. di Torino. Adun. 7 mag. 1865 

Not. Stor. Accad. Torino, 7 mai, 1865, p. 133 

Torino, Lavori Sci. Fis. Mat. 1869, pp. 129-136 


R. Accad. Torino, 1865, p. 133 

Notizia storica dei lavori fatti dalla Classe di Scienze Fisiche e Matematiche 
della R. Accademia delle Scienze di Torino, pp. 129-136, 1865 

Nat. (sic) Stor. R. Accad. Torin., 7th May. 1865, p. 133 

Notizia Stor. dei lavori fatti dalla Cl. di Sc. Fis. e Mat. della R. Acc. delle Se. 
di Torino, pp. 129-136 [1865] 

Not. Stor. R. Acad. Torino, 1865, p. 133 

Not. Stor. R. Accad. Torino, 1865, p. 133 

Nat. (sic) Stor. R. Accad. Torino, 1865: 133 

Notizia Storica Lavori Classe Sci. Fis. Mat. R. Accad. Sci. Torino, p. 133 
[1865] 

Not. Stor. R. Accad. Torino, p. 133 [1865] 

Notizia Storica of the Royal Academy of the Sciences of Turin (1869) 
Notizia Storica Lavori Classe Sci. Fis. Mat. R. Accade Sci. Torino: 133 (1865) 
Notizia Storica dei lavori fatti dalla Classe di Scienze Fisiche e Matematiche 
della Reale Accademia delle Scienze di Torino, 1864-1865: 129-136 
[published 1865] 


WHERE AND WHEN WAS THE FIRST DESCRIPTION OF GYPS AFRICANUS PUBLISHED? 


The survey tabulated above includes reports of the oral introduction of the name and 
reports on the publication name and details. 

Since the work of Salvadori was read on 7 May 1865 in a session of the Academy of 
Sciences of Turin, one would expect to find the publication in one of the two journals of the 
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Figure 1. The pages 1 (1a) and 2 (1b) 
highlighted by a green border; the 
www.gazzettaufficiale.it and modified). 


of the Gazzetta Ufficiale No. 126 of 1865. The paper by Salvadori is 
shaded area in (1b) is detailed in Figure 2 (downloaded from 


Queste differenze, notevolissime ed evidenti se si 
mettano a eonfronto individul dell’una ¢ dell’altra pro- 
venienza, mi sembrano suffi¢ienti, perché glindividui 
african! si debbano conside ceme appartenenti ad 
una specie distinta dail’ ca, e sono lieto di ag- 
giungere che la stessa opimjone mi ha manifestato il 
signor prof. De-Filippl; ed in opposizione al nome di 
bengalensis, do agVindividul africani quetlo di 

GYPS AFFRICANUS mihi 

Ad. Gyps griseo-tsabellinus, leuconotus , rostro niger- 
rimo, elongate, velde compresso. 

Maschio adulto. — Pileo e lati della testa con peli 
rari, bianchicci; collo con mazzetti di peluria, sparsi, 
pid fitti posteriormente; gozz0 di color bruno grigio, 
superiormente limitato da una specie di larga cor- 
nice costitulta da fitte piumette bianche, che si 
coatinueno col collare di piume alquanto corte, ed 8 
barbe divise, bianchissime, situate posteriormente alla 
base del collo. Parte alta del dorso, e cuopritrici su- 
periori dell’ala di color grigio-isabella; tra le ultime, 
aicune sono interamente bianche, altre con margine 


nec Alfr. Brehm (l’adulto) Catal. p. 3. — Gyps renvi- 
nostris, Ant. nec G. R. Gr. (il glovane) Catal, p.5. 

Blyth ha formato due sezioni del genere Gyps, l’una 
delle s com 14 timoniere, cui appartengono il G. 
fulvus, l’ogtidentalts, il Kolbii, V indicus ed il Ruppellis, 
e Val lle specie con dodic! timoniere, e che, se 
non wa genere, potrebbero formare un sottogenere, 
cul oltre il G. bengalensis, ora si aggiunge il nostro 
G. africanus, che sembra ancora raro nelle collezion!. 
Nel 1852 fra i novantaquattre avoltol del museo di Leyda 
erano sette G. bengalensis asiatici e nessuno sfricano 
(G, africanus, mihi); cost pure nel 1849 tra I sessan- 
totto avaltoi della collezione di Piladelfia vi erano 
due soli galensis, nessuno del quali africano; ed 
a questa senza dubbio si deve se prima non 
sono state rié@mesciute le differenze tra le due specie 
fra loro affini, ma perfettamente distinte, e rappresen- 
tantesl rec!procamente in due grandi continenti. 

Torino, 5 maggio 1865. 
L’ Accademico Segretarie aggtunte 

A. SOBRERO, 


Figure 2. Detail of page 2 in Salvadori (1865a): the red arrow highlights the spelling “affricanus”, the green 
arrows highlight the spelling “africanus” (downloaded from www.gazzettaufficiale.it and modified). 
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133 Brytn ha formato due sezioni del genere Gyps, luna - 
africani si debbano considerare come appartlenenti ad una delle specie con 14 timoniere, cui appartengono iM. fulvus, 
specie distinta dall’asiatica, e sono, lieto di aggiungere occidentalis, il Kolbii, Vindicus ed i) Ruppellit ltra delle 


oniere, e che, se un genere , 
sottogenere, cui“oltre il G. benga- 


che la stessa opinione mi ha manpffestato il signor Prof.| | specie con dodici 
| De-Fiurppr; per ragione geografiéa propongo di chiamare| | potrebbero formare 
la specie africana col nome lensis, ora si aggiun nostro G. africanus, che sembra 
ancora raro nelle collez@gni. Nel 1862. fra i novantaquattro 
GYPS AFRICANUS méht. avoltoi del Museo di Leida erano sette G. bengalensts asiatici 
e nessuno africano 46. africanus mihi); cosi pure nel 1849 
tra i sessantotto avoltoi della collezione di Filadelfia vi 
erano due soli G. bengalensis, nessuno dei quali africano; 


i 


Ad. Gyps griseo-isabellinus, leuconolus, rosiro nigerrimo, 
elongate, valde compresso. 


Figure 3. The spelling “africanus” in Salvadori (1869). 


Academy: Memorie della Reale Accademia delle Scienze di Torino (of which the first numbers date 
back to the end of the 18th century) or Atti della Reale Accademia delle Scienze di Torino (the first 
volume, 1865-66, is dated 1866). In fact, the description of Gyps africanus never appeared in 
these journals. Sobrero (1869: 2) explained that the reports of the sessions of the Academy prior 
to 1864 (i.e., until the end of 1863) were always printed at the beginning of the volumes of the 
journal Memorie, and that it was intended that the subsequent ones would appear in the 
Acanemy’s new journal, the Atti. However, the first volume of the Afti published works read 
to the Academy since November 1865; thus, the publications based on papers read between 
31 January 1864 and 2 July 1865 appear neither in the Memorie nor in the Atti. 

The earlier reports mentioning this work by Salvadori either refer to the date of the 
meeting of the Turin Academy of Sciences on 7 May 1865, at which Salvadori's work was read, 
or cite the Gazzetta Ufficiale n. 126 of 1865. Salvadori (1870: 721) was the first author to state 
that the paper with the description of Gyps africanus had appeared in the Notizia storica dei 
lavori fatti dalla reale Accademia delle Scienze di Torino (hereafter Notizia Storica), however, he did 
not specify the date, although quoting the Gazzetta Ufficiale of 1865, and also referring to the 
“Giorn. Off.". Almost all subsequent citations associate the first description with the Notizia 
Storica, and (wrongly) date it to 1865, although, as shown above, they use different words and 
abbreviations for the journal. Only Royal Society of London (1879: 821), Mundy et al. (1992: 
122) and Aimassi et al. (2020: 82) have cited the Notizia Storica with Salvadori's paper with the 
date 1869. 

In fact, it appears that first publication was in the Gazzetta Ufficiale No. 126 of 27 May 1865 
(Salvadori, 1865a; Figures 1a and 1b). 

Surprisingly, the same paper appeared in another journal, the Giornale delle Alpi, degli 
Apennini e Vulcani (Salvadori, 1865b), but none of the authors listed above (Table 1) reported 
the description of G. africanus from this journal, which was published only for a very short 
period, between 1864 and 1866. Its name was changed to Rivista delle Alpi, degli Appennini e 
Vulcani starting with issues 7-10 in “Anno II’. Salvadori's paper was finally republished as 
part of an occasional work of the Turin Academy edited by the secretary Ascanio Sobrero, the 
"Notizia Storica" mentioned above (Salvadori, 1869). Two undated separates of this paper have 
been found: one is present in the library of the Accademia di Agricoltura di Torino, and the 
other is in the Museo Regionale di Scienze Naturali di Torino. 
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THE ORIGINAL SPELLING 


The texts of the different versions of Salvadori's paper do not have exactly the same 
wording, but it is not necessary to describe all the differences in detail. However, it is 
important to focus on the spelling of the new taxon, which appears in two different ways: 


1. “affricanus” in the first (Salvadori, 1865a) and in the second work (Salvadori, 1865b), but 
towards the end of the paper, in both versions, G. africanus also appears, with a single 
“f” (Figure 2); 


2. “africanus” in the third work (Salvadori, 1869) (Figure 3) and in the undated reprint. 


Article 24.2.3 of the International Code of Zoological Nomenclature (I-C.Z.N., 1999) 
introduces the requirement of selection of correct original spellings, which must take place “if 
a name is spelled in more than one way in the original work” (in this case affricanus and 
africanus). The same article of the Code establishes that “the first author to have cited them 
together and to have selected one spelling as correct is the First Reviser”. Article 24.2.4 
establishes that, if the original author of the name uses one of the two spellings as valid in a 
subsequent work before any other action under Art. 24.2.3, he is considered to be the First 
Reviser and the spelling used by him becomes the “correct original spelling”. No case has been 
identified where Article 24.2.3 was applicable, but Salvadori (1869) only used the spelling 
“africanus” and thus became the First Reviser. 

This case of double spelling is analogous to many of those listed by David et al. (2009), 
Part I(b), Species-group names. Fortunately, the First Reviser's non-explicit choice corresponds 
to the spelling “africanus”, the only one currently in use, so no further action is needed. 
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